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In Advent season, certain images immediately
come to mind—a baby in a stable, cattle
lowing, a sleepy Bethlehem. We probably
don’t think about the vision of God’s grandeur
and power that the book of Ezekiel gives us. In
chapter 10, we get a picture that is, to put it
mildly, the opposite of the typical Christmas
scene, yet this passage still shows us the
pursuing love of our Father. 
 

Ezekiel was the prophet that God chose to
minister to the Israelites during the
Babylonian exile. God had driven them away
because they had been unfaithful to Him. And
Ezekiel’s job was to remind them that, if they
truly repent and return to him, then one day,
they could also return to their land. Back in
chapter 1, Ezekiel had seen this massive
display of God’s glory appear above him—
cherubim and wheels within wheels and
God’s very throne. Ezekiel saw the glory of
God in a truly miraculous way. And although
the Israelites were in exile, God would give
Ezekiel a vision of what was happening back
at the temple in Jerusalem. In chapters 8-10,

Ezekiel saw for himself the depravity and
lawlessness that was occurring at God’s
temple. And then, he saw that same display of
God’s glory—the cherubim, fire, wheels, faces
of lions and eagles and more--fly away into
the air, and the Spirit of the Lord departed
from the temple. 
 

This story is SO Christmasy, isn’t it? It just
screams “Advent,” right? 
 

Well, just like the familiar story that will
happen in a stable in Bethlehem 600 years
later, this story is one of a loving God that
pursues His people and meets them exactly
where they are. In Ezekiel’s time, the Israelites,
disobedient and exiled, needed the
redeeming power that only God could
provide. And in the next chapter, we find out
exactly what God was up to when His Spirit
left the temple: Ezekiel chapter 11, verses 17
and 19 says, “This is what the Sovereign 
Lord says: I will gather you from the nations
and bring you back from the countries where
you have been scattered, and I will give you
back the land of Israel again… I will give them
an undivided heart and put a new spirit in
them; I will remove from them their heart of
stone and give them a heart of flesh.” God tells
Ezekiel that, even though his people have
been exiled for their disobedience, He is going
to bring them back. 
 

Do you feel far from God? Do you feel like
you’ve done some things that separate you
from Him? Do you feel like you’re in exile?
Advent is the perfect time to realize that our
God pursues us, even when we’re disobedient.
In Ezekiel, the Lord leaves the temple – His
home on earth—to come for His people. And
He still comes for us today. This Advent
season, know that the God of the universe
loves you so much that He sent his Son to
save you.


